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in North America, till 1759, when it fell into the hands of Britain by the 
victory of Wolfe on the Heights of Abraham above the city. Quebec re- 
mained the chief city of Canada till the British settlements in the West were 
erected into a separate province, when it became the capital of Canada East, 
now forming the Province of Quebec in the Dominion of Canada. The 
citadel of Quebec is the most formidable fortress on the continent of America. 
The view which it commands is one of the most magnificent in the world, and 
the scenery in its neighborhood, amid which are the falls of Montmorenci, 
imparts an additional attraction to the city. Quebec is the seat of a Roman 
Catholic archbishop and an Anglican bishop, whose respective cathedrals are 
among the finest specimens of Canadian church architecture. From the 
building yards of Quebec there are annually launched between thirty and forty 
vessels of various tonnage. From 1,400 to 1,500 vessels enter the port every 
year from the ocean, principally to export the produce of the country, the 
chief export trade being in timber. The principal imports are woolen, cotton, 
and silk goods; iron, coal, hardware, and salt. On June 9, 1881, a great fire 
occurred, in the course of which 537 houses, churches, etc., were destroyed, 

MERCANTILE MARINE.—The tonnage of shipping registered in the 
Dominion amounts to 7,153 vessels, having a tonnage of over 1,000,000. 

DEBT, REVENUE, AND EXPENDITURE.—The funded and unfunded debt 
is $282,993,751. The revenue is $38,000,000; the expenditure, $36,000,000. 

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.—During the last fiscal year the exports were 
$90,000,000 ; the imports, $115,224,931. 

RAILROADS.—The Dominion of Canada has a net-work of railways of a 
total length of 13,325 miles. 

TELEGRAPHS AND POST-OFFICES.—Canada has about 30,000 miles of 
telegraph, and about 8,000 post-offices. 

MONETARY SYSTEM.—The decimal system of currency was introduced 
into the Dominion of Canada by Act of Parliament. It is ordered by the Act 
that the unit of account shall be the dollar of 100 cents, the value of which 
dollar shall be on the basis of 486% cents to the pound of British sterling 
money. The value of the money of the United Kingdom is fixed by law as 
follows: The sovereign, of the weight and fineness now established, $4.863 ; 
the crown piece, $1.20; the half-crown piece, 60 cents; the florin, 48 cents ; 
the shilling, 25 cents ; the sixpence, 12 cents. 

TORONTO, the capital city of the Province of Ontario, Canada, is on the 
north shore of Lake Ontario, 165 miles from Kingston, and 333 miles from 
Montreal. It is more than five miles in length between east and west, is 
bounded on the south by the Bay of Toronto, a spacious inlet of Lake Ontario, 
and is three miles wide from south to north. The Queen’s Park in the west, 
containing the university, observatory, and handsome private residences, is 
from 100 to 200 feet above the level of the lake. The population is 172,463. 
The harbor or bay, about five miles long and one mile wide, is sheltered by 
an island, formerly a spit of land running into the lake in a south and west 
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direction to the distance of three miles. It is capable of accommodating the 
largest vessels that navigate the lakes, and is defended at the entrance bya 
fort, which is repaired and maintained by the imperial government, and is 
mounted with the most efficient modern ordnance. Toronto is a center-point 
for five railroads—the Grand Trunk, running east and west; the Great West- 
ern; the Ontario and Quebec; the Canadian Pacific; and the Northern Rail- 
way; the two last named opening up some of the richest districts of the 
West, and promising to add greatly to the prosperity and importance of To- 
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A French settlement (called New France) was made in 1524. 





ronto; while during open navigation magnificent steamers ply in all directions 
on the lake. The town was founded in 1794 by Governor Simcoe, It was 
burned by the Americans in 1818; incorporated as a city in 1834, when its name 
was changed from York to Toronto; and suffered from fire in 1849. Since 
then its growth has been rapid, and many fine buildings have been erected. 
OTTAWA, the capital of the Dominion of Canada, is situated 87 miles 
above the confluence of the river Ottawa with the St. Lawrence, 126 miles 
from Montreal, 95 from Kingston, and 450 from New York. Originally 
called Bytown, it was incorporated as a city, and received the name which it 
now bears in 1854. The immense water-power at the city is made use of in 
several saw-mills, which give Ottawa its principal trade, and issue almost in- 
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calculable quantities of sawn timber. A suspension-bridge hangs over the 
Chaudiere Falls, connecting Ontario and Quebec. In 1858 the queen selected 
Ottawa as the seat of government of the then Province of Canada; and in 
1860 was commenced the erection of magnificent parliamentary offices, of 
which the Prince of Wales laid the foundation the same year, 

HISTORY.—Canada was discovered by John and Sebastian Cabot in 1497, 
It has been 
termed the “ Dominion of Canada” since its confederation of provinces, July 
1, 1867. The name Canada was probably derived from Kanata, a word used 
by the Indians in describing one of their villages. According to Castilian 
tradition the name was derived from “ Aca-Nada” (“there is nothing”), an 
exclamation made by the Spaniards on their first visit, when they found neither 
gold nor riches. Others derived the word from Hl Capo di Nada, or Cape 
Nothing. The Provinces of Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New Bruns- 
wick were politically and commercially united in 1867, The North-west Ter- 
ritories were transferred to the Dominion in 1870, and in the same year a 
portion of the territories was organized as a province, under the name of Mani- 
toba. British Columbia was admitted to the Dominion in 1871, and Prince 
Edward Island in 1873. The District of Keewatin was formed from the 
North-west Territories, in 1876, by the Dominion Parliament. Assiniboia, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Athabasca were formed from the territories in 
1882. Canada proper consists of two divisions, formerly called Upper and 
Lower Canada, which were united in government previous to 1867, when, on 
the formation of the Dominion, they were disassociated and became proy- 
inces of the new federation under the names of Ontario and Quebec. 

Nova Scotia was discovered by Cabot in 1497. It was settled in 1604 
by the French, who named it Arcadia. In 1622 it was settled by the Scots 
under a charter granted to Sir William Alexander, who changed the name to 
Nova Scotia. The French, however, were not expelled until 1654, and by 
the Treaty of Breda, July 25, 1667, the colony was restored to them, The 
colony again changed sovereigns, when, by the Treaty of Utrecht, April 11, 
1713, it was secured to England. The British subjects in the colony were 
frequently attacked by the French and Indians until 1758, when the French 
were finally conquered. 

Prince Edward Island was discovered by Cabot June 24, 1497. It 
was included in the territory of New France, and called by the French Isle 
St. Jean. It was granted in 1663, asa feudal tenure, to Sieur Doublet, a 
French naval officer. It began to be settled by the French in 1715. It was 


retaken by the English in 1745, and restored at the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle.. 


In 1758 it was retaken by the English, and, with Cape Breton, confirmed to 
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